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2 Samuel 12:1-13
 And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, 
"There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor.  The 
rich man had very many flocks and herds, but the poor man had nothing but 
one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew 
up with him and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink 
from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. Now 
there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of 
his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he 
took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to 
him." Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to 
Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, and 
he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he 
had no pity."

Nathan said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of 
Saul. And I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your 
arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too 
little, I would add to you as much more.  Why have you despised the word 
of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the 
Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have 
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now therefore the sword shall 
never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have 
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' Thus says the LORD, 
'Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take 
your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie 
with your wives in the sight of this sun.  For you did it secretly,(J) but I will 
do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.'"  David said to Nathan, "I 
have sinned against the LORD." And Nathan said to David, "The LORD also 
has put away your sin; you shall not die.

Do you remember the Wizard of Oz?  In that movie, Dorothy leaves Kansas on a journey that 
takes her over the rainbow.  But once she makes it over the rainbow all she can think about is 
getting back home.  How can she get back home?  The Munchkins tell her to follow the yellow 
brick road.  Through Munchkin Land to the Emerald City to ask the Wizard of Oz to help her.  Yet, 
is the yellow brick road really the way to get back to Kansas, to get back home?  How does she 
finally get back home? 

So, what was the journey on the yellow brick road all about?  Wasn’t it all about helping the 
scarecrow, the tin man, and the lion?  As she starts out, though, she thinks only about going home.  
She doesn’t get what the journey is really all about. 
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The nature of our journey together is hard for us to understand, too.  Paul speaks of our journey 
together when he says, “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead…”  Jesus 
speaks of our journey together when He says, “Take up your cross daily and follow Me.”  (Luke 
9:23)  What does all of that mean?  The nature of our journey is hard for us to grasp.

King David also had a hard time understanding what the journey is all about.  His actions recorded 
here in chapters 11 and 12 reveal how he saw life’s journey:   As an adding up of the good things he 
had done.  As an adding up of the good things he had acquired.  We might also look at our life’s 
journey in terms of the awards we’ve won, diplomas we’ve earned, relationships we’ve maintained, 
hardships we’ve endured, jobs we’ve worked, offices we’ve held, and the things we’ve accumulated 
through hard work.  We might point to any or all of these things as proof of our integrity, our 
honor.  

And just think of David’s list of accomplishments: defeated Goliath, defeated the Philistines 
numerous times, won the city of Jerusalem from the Jebusites, brought the ark of the covenant to 
Jerusalem, extended the borders of Israel, became a man after God’s own heart.  David would 
point to these things as the proof of his honor.  As proof that his life was above reproach, above 
correction, above rebuke.  So he no longer strained toward what was ahead. Instead,  “in the 
spring, at the time kings go off to war,  David sent Joab out with the whole Israelite army.”  While 
King David stayed home.  He saw his life’s journey as an adding up of the good things he had 
acquired.  So, when he looked out over his balcony that spring, he saw Jerusalem and Bathsheba in 
particular as his possessions.  So, he partook of her as one of his possessions, as one of the good 
things he had acquired.  And, because he saw his life as above reproach, above correction, above 
rebuke, “he didn’t even blush” in the doing of it.

This was no President Clinton kind of sin.  David was faithful, obedient, close to God, a writer of 
psalms, a man after God’s own heart.  His sin was not merely philandering.  He gave in to the 
temptation with which faithful people are tempted.  

To see life’s journey in the wrong way, to misunderstand it.  To see it as an adding up of all the 
faithful things we’ve done, the good things we’ve acquired as if our life were some sort of bank 
account, so full and so secure that we’re above reproach, above correction, above rebuke.  “As if by 
adding zero to zero to zero long enough we could come up with something more than zero.”  
That misled outlook on our journey can hinder us from straining toward what is ahead.

So, “the Lord sends us a preacher.”  To kill us and to raise us up.  In order to show us what our 
journey together is really about.  

For David, the preacher God sent was the prophet Nathan.  Who spoke to David a word that kills:  
“Now, therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me 
and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.”  And Nathan spoke to David a word 
that raises up:  “The Lord has put away your sin; you shall not die.”  First a word that brings death 
and then a word that brings life.  Dying and rising.  David experienced both in one day.  Through 
the Word we experience both every day.  For us, the preacher God sends is His Word.  Every day 
this preacher confronts our old sinful self.  Shows us that all the good things we’ve accomplished 
and all the good things we’ve acquired are going to be worth zero to us at the final judgment.  That 
Word is a killing word.  And every day this preacher brings to mind our Baptism.  Applies our 
Baptism to us anew every day.  “Jesus, Savior, wash away all that has been wrong today.”  

This preacher assures us that no matter how confused we get about our life’s journey,  Jesus 
didn’t.  His knew His journey was about dying and rising, a cross and an empty tomb.  And still He 
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strained toward what was ahead, toward the cross to take away our sin and instead give us eternal 
life.  Every day this preacher speaks to us that word of God’s forgiveness that raises up in us a new 
person, that renews a right spirit within us.  As David wrote after his preacher preached to him, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew, raise up, in me a right spirit.”

Daily dying and rising is what this preacher works in our lives.  For not only was dying and rising 
the nature of Jesus’ journey.  It is what our journey together is really about.  Our preacher brings 
about the daily dying of our old, sinful, comfortable, looking back on all we’ve accomplished, self.  
Our preacher brings about our daily taking up of our cross, the daily crucifying of our old sinful 
self.  And our preacher brings about in us the daily rising of a new person in Christ.  Who follows 
Christ, strains toward what is ahead and becomes a preacher for those who don’t yet believe this 
Word.    

The Lord sends us a preacher to make preachers out of all of us, to renew for us again and again a 
grasp of what our journey together is really about.  

Dorothy doesn’t get the journey as she starts out.  She doesn’t understand what her journey 
down the yellow brick road is really about.  That the journey is not just about getting home but 
about helping others get home, too.  So, the one I like in the movie is the Wicked Witch, Elphaba.  
Because she gets baptized.  In a manner of speaking.  

Our daily Baptism celebration melts, kills in us what has to go.  And raises us to new life.  So that 
we say with Paul every day:   “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live.  But Christ 
lives in me.  And the life I now live I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself 
for me.”  And “therefore, we, having been buried with Christ by Baptism into His death, as Christ 
was raised by the glory of the Father so we too shall be raised to newness of life.” 

Daily dying and rising. That is the nature of our journey together.  

Amen
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